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Trench Composting

Trench composting is a less popular composting method although some gardeners sviear by it for rapid
improvement of unusually poor soils.

» Dig frenches 12 inches deep and 18 inches
vide, the length of a garden row.

o Fill these trenches with various compost
materials such as hay, leaves, weeds, tree
trimmings, and grass.

o Pack the materials down and cover it with
manure, water, and mulch.

*If you are planting directly into the trenches,
you will want to top the trench with topsoil
to avoid nitrogen depletion.

Compostholing Y W

« Dig a posthole 12 to 18 inches deep. deep § - ———

« Bury organic yard debris, topping it 37t Q 4" food wastes
off with 2 handfull or two of manure. I

« Cover the hole with the best of the
topsoil that was removed and scatter
the rest. :

*Watering is usually not neccessary, as

the hole tends to collect enough moisture

fo ensure proper composting.

An additional hint:

Keep the posthole digger with you at planting time. After planting your rows, dig holes in the center of
a row or between plants and fill them as described. This way, feeder roots will seex out the fresh com-
post as the plants grow. The compost holes serve to hold the moisture, and a weak compost tea leaches
out to feed the plants.

Any questions? Call (979) 764-3806 or write BYSWMA at P.O. Box 9960 College Station, TX 77842,



